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We are writing this newsletter in Lamap, Southeast Malekula, Vanuatu. Last week our dental programme here finished and the dentists and 
dental therapists left. Or most of them did. Two were delayed as the small, 12 seater plane which lands at the grass runway twice a week 
was overloaded. Despite being booked on the plane the two practitioners were left behind. So the next day they left at 4am, sitting in the 
open tray of a ute, to travel the 4 to 5 hour, 4-wheel drive track to Norsup in the north. From there, the next day, if lucky, they could catch 
another small plane to Port Vila. A few days later, the President of Vanuatu was due to come to Lamap. The community prepared. He didnôt 
arrive. His 4-wheel drive ute was turned back to Norsup by a swollen river. Perhaps he will come another time. 
 
Over 75% of the children in this community of approximately 2,500 people are infected with ascaris, trichuris (both species of roundworm) 
and hookworm. 45% of them are hosts to 2 or more of these worm species. Rib-defined dogs and cattle, pigs and chickens roam freely 
around and inside local huts and houses.  When it rains, the village paths turn to mud, mixed with the compost of animals. Like most of 
Vanuatu, the people here live at high risk of natural disaster ï cyclone, earthquake, tsunami and volcanic eruption. 
 
Life in rural Vanuatu can be uncomfortable and unpredictable. However, most people grow enough food to feed their families, everyone has 
a place to live, there are no mortgages and the weather is warm.  
 
Vanuatu is one of the least developed nations on earth. It cannot support itself, is subjected to numerous outside political pressures by 
larger, more developed countries, but has a reputation as a happy and relatively safe place. It is a country in transition, between traditional, 
clan-based political and social structures and western-style democracy. It is only a 3 hour flight from New Zealand or Australia but the 
differences in living standards could not be more pronounced. 
 
Thank you for supporting the work of the Butterfly Trust and helping the people of Vanuatu find their way in a complex, unequal, and 

sometimes over-bearing world. Should you wish to donate to our work, that would be much appreciated, and you can do so in these easy 

ways.  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all of you and your families. 
Dave and Lynn  
 
 

Elizabeth Marktu, Marie Maliu and Susan Rocky were part of a 
group of 23 community builders who completed cyclone related 
repairs to houses in Anamburu, Port Vila. See below for details of 
building education in Port Vila and Malekula. 

Trustee of the Butterfly Trust, Dave Colbert and 

Benson Tangou, principal of Sangalai School in the 

Maskelynes, Malekula having a άstorianέ. 
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Butterfly Trust supports development projects 
that promote access to and improved quality of 
education at kindergarten, primary and 
secondary levels. It runs a secondary school fee 
subsidy scheme for Years 9 to 13 students from the 
Maskelyne Islands in southeast Malekula, provides 
sponsorship for teachers to develop their teaching and 
administration skills, promotes teacher exchanges and 
facilitates opportunities for mentoring and training for 
education committees. 
 
All of these are long term community development 
projects where the Trust works closely with local 
community stakeholders to implement, assess and 
monitor for progress and modifications. For instance, 
the Trust has recently decided to modify the school fee 
subsidy programme, which has been ongoing since 
2012. 
 
Speaking on behalf of the villagers, the Butterfly Trust 
Committee on the islands advised that after 5 years, it 
thought their community would be better served by the 
Trust offering separate academic and hardship 
scholarships for secondary school students, rather than 
a blanket subsidy to every student. The committee 
believes that it is better to create incentives for pupils 
to succeed, as well as provide security for families 
suffering financial hardship. The changes are set to take 
place in 2017. The Trust will compare its results with 
the effect of the blanket subsidy in the previous 5 years. 
 
 

 

 
The cost of school fees ranges from NZ$1000 to $2500 
per annum for secondary school students. There are 
students who have had to cease their schooling 
prematurely because of this financial hurdle. Education 
after Year 6 is still not free in Vanuatu and parents work 
very hard to send their children to school. Sometimes, 
the excessive cost means none of their children can 
attend secondary school, sometimes one child is chosen 
to go while their siblings miss out.  

 
 

 

Please help us keep  
supporting these 

children who would 
otherwise not be able to 

complete  school by 
donating  today. 

 

 

Peter Kamsel, 19, completed his final Year 13 examinations in mid-November. By Christmas, he will find out whether he 
has achieved the minimum grades required to obtain a government scholarship to further his studies. Peter hopes to study 
medicine ŀǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ CƛƧƛ ƻǊ tŀǇǳŀ bŜǿ DǳƛƴŜŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦŜŜǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ м70 000vt (approx. 
NZ$2200). ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ the limit , his sister Jessica had to forego the final term of Year 11 
schooling this year.  Peter is one of 6 students from the Maskelyne Islands who has successfully completed Years 9 ς 13. He 
ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ .ǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦŜŜ ǎǳōǎƛŘƛŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмнΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩs fee subsidy 
scheme recognises the huge financial burden on many families by contributing a proportion of the total cost of fees. 

Peter (left) with brother Neiltom. tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ WŜǎǎƛŎŀΣ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ 

right with their parents, has also received subsidies for Years 9, 

10 and 11. Unfortunately, the family could not meet the shortfall 

this year. Jessica wants to resume secondary school in 2017. 




















